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Disability Awareness Month
MAYOR’S STORY HOUR AND LIBRARY DISPLAY (06-LD)

An excellent way to inform children and adults in your community about Disability Awareness Month is to arrange for a story hour and display at your local public and/or school libraries. Meet with your school or local library first to discuss this.

Library Story Hour


Ask your mayor (or another community leader) to read a book about children with disabilities to a group of children with and without disabilities.


To arrange for your city’s mayor to participate in the story hour, contact the mayor’s office as soon as possible and find out who is in charge of scheduling appearances. It is important that you make initial contact right away because often the mayor’s activity calendar is booked weeks in advance.


Once you reach the appropriate staff member, explain that March is Disability Awareness Month. Then explain that on the local level your organization is planning a library story hour and would like the mayor to read to an audience of children with and without disabilities. Explain the grade level, schools the participating children are from and how they were selected. Ask if the mayor would need your request in writing. If so, provide all the details. Once the mayor agrees to participate in the story hour, select a date and time with your contact person at the mayor’s office. After the details are arranged, send the mayor a follow-up letter that confirms important information, including the stories he/she will be reading.

Media Relations – Library Story Hour

Coverage in the local media can help attract attention to the story hour. Work together with the library or mayor’s office to determine who will make media contacts. If either agency routinely sends news releases to local media, the respective office might prefer to prepare a release.


If you will be handling media relations, prepare a short news release and send it to your local media two weeks before your event. To obtain the appropriate media contacts in your area, call to get the names of the editor(s) of the newspaper(s) and the news director(s) of radio and television stations. Be sure to get the correct spelling of media representatives’ names, titles and current e-mail addresses or fax numbers.


When you e-mail or fax the news release, make sure to include a contact name, phone number and e-mail address on the release. A follow-up call one or two days before the event helps to attract interest.


Ask friends to help you track media coverage by recording newscasts and watching the newspaper(s) for stories.


Be sure to greet the media representatives who attend and write down their names and publication/station for follow-up purposes.


It is recommended that you provide follow-up materials to the media who weren’t able to attend. A news release is enclosed as a guide for preparing an “after-the-fact” announcement. This release should be sent to local newspapers and radio and TV stations. If you have photos, offer them along with the releases to print media. Be sure all persons in the photos are identified.  

Follow Up

It is thoughtful to send a thank you e-mail or letter to the media, showing your appreciation for their attendance/coverage. The librarian and the school/library displaying items should also be recognized. If a story hour was held, send a thank you note to your mayor. The enclosed thank you letters will give you an idea of an appropriate letter or e-mail to send. You should adapt them to fit your situation.

Library Display

To arrange an Awareness Month display during March, contact your school or local library at least one month in advance and ask to speak with the librarian in charge of displays. Give this person general information about disabilities and explain that you have some display materials that can be used. Check to see if March is available for the display. If March is already booked, ask if another month is clear or perhaps the display could be an exhibit for a portion of the month.


When working with the librarian, keep in mind that a high traffic area of the library will increase your event’s visibility and help the general public become aware of the abilities of people with disabilities. Following your meetings with the librarian(s), you might want to send a confirmation letter.


The display can include fiction and non-fiction works that positively describe people with disabilities. You can also provide the library with Awareness Month posters to brighten up the display. Bookmarks make fun and useful giveaways. (Posters and bookmarks are available through the Council.)  Your organization might have additional display materials to include. The enclosed timeline will help you organize and plan your event.

Book Purchases


Whether or not the school or library can set up a display on disabilities, inform your contact that you have a children’s book list you would like to share with them and a list of guidelines for evaluating children’s books about disability (attached). Suggest that either the school or the library purchase several books about disabilities in observance of Disability Awareness Month in March. Or, your organization might want to donate appropriate books. The children’s book list is a separate file on the CD.  It has books available about motor, visual, hearing, learning and emotional disabilities, as well as intellectual disabilities. Each book specifies the appropriate grade level.

Media Relations – Library Display

Send a news release about the Disability Awareness Month display to local media. Check with the library to see if it is already planning to send out a media advisory or calendar release.

(Sample Media Advisory)

For Immediate Release 




Contact:

(Date)







(Your name)









(Your phone)









(Your e-mail)








(Librarian’s name)









(Library phone)

MEDIA ADVISORY
What


Children’s Story Hour to promote disability awareness

Local grade school children are invited to attend (Anytown) Public Library’s special story hour focusing on people with disabilities and their contributions to society.

Who


Mayor (Joe Smith) will be the guest reader for the story hour.

When


(Wednesday, March __, 20__)




(10 a.m.)

Where


(Anytown) Public Library




(123 Main Street)

Why


To increase children’s awareness, understanding and acceptance of 



physical and mental disabilities.

# # #

(Sample Library Story Hour Release)

For Immediate Release




Contact:

(Date) 







(Your name)









(Your phone)









(Your e-mail)









(Librarian’s name)









(Library phone)

Mayor (Smith) to Participate in Library Story Hour

(Anytown,) Ind. – Mayor (Joe Smith) was guest reader at the children’s story hour at (Anytown) Public Library on (March 7) to help celebrate Disability Awareness Month. 


 (Smith) read several stories about children with disabilities to an audience of youngsters with and without disabilities. About (40) children from local elementary schools attended.


“Children are very curious about their environment and the people who are in it,” said (Smith). “By allowing children with and without disabilities to share a common experience together, we can help increase their awareness of each other.”


Across the United States during the month of March, Disability Awareness Month activities are underway. In Indiana, community groups, businesses, schools and other organizations are participating in a variety of events to increase our understanding that individuals with disabilities are people first and have many abilities.

# # #

(Sample Library Display News Release)

For Immediate Release




Contact:

(Date)







(Your name)









(Your phone)









(Your e-mail)









(Librarian’s name)









(Library phone)

Local Library to Sponsor Disabilities Awareness Display
(Anytown,) Ind. – (Anytown) Public Library is sponsoring a disabilities awareness display during March to celebrate Disability Awareness Month.


The display contains fiction and non-fiction works that describe people with various disabilities, as well as posters and bookmarks promoting awareness month.


“The display is a good way to focus public attention on the needs of people with disabilities,” said (Jane Doe), librarian. “We have lots of books that show that people with disabilities have needs and feelings and are accomplished just like the rest of us. We hope many local residents will check out these books to better their understanding of disabilities and increase awareness.”


The public is invited to view the display free of charge.

# # #

Note to the Editor: We invite a reporter to visit the display and prepare a feature article on disabilities awareness.

(Sample Library Story Hour Thank You Letter/E-mail)

(Date)

The Honorable (Joe Smith)

Mayor of (Anytown)

(123 Main Street)

(Anytown), IN (46000)

Dear Mayor (Smith):

Thank you for volunteering your time to take part in our Library Story Hour at the (Anytown) Library as part of Disability Awareness Month.

The children really enjoyed the stories you read about other children with disabilities, and it helped those without disabilities understand what it is like to have a disability. Activities such as these are helping improve our community’s acceptance and understanding of people with disabilities and disability issues.

Thanks again for your support.

Sincerely,

(Your Name)

(Title)

(Sample Display Thank You Letter/E-mail)

(Date)

Mr. (John Doe)

(Title)

(XYZ Library/School)

(123 Main Street)

(Anytown), IN (46000)

Dear (Mr. Doe):

Thank you for sponsoring a disabilities awareness display in the (Anytown) Public Library as part of Disability Awareness Month in March. The display will increase (Anytown) residents’ awareness of disability issues and improve their overall acceptance and understanding of people with disabilities.

We also appreciate the library’s willingness to purchase books about disabilities for children and adults. We look forward to seeing them available soon.

Thanks again.

Sincerely,

(Your Name)

(Title)

LIBRARY STORY HOUR TIMELINE CHECKLIST
This timeline checklist should be adjusted according to your planning time frame.

Six to eight weeks before the event:
_______
Contact the mayor’s office to request an appearance. Send a request in writing
 if necessary.

Five weeks before the event:
_______
Confirm that the mayor is willing to participate.

_______
Work with the mayor’s office to choose a date and time for the story hour. 

_______
Ask whether you or a representative of the mayor’s office will be coordinating media relations.

Four weeks before the event:
________
Call the local newspaper(s), radio and television station(s) and get contact names for the release and PSA you will be sending. Be sure to get the correct spelling of name, titles and e-mail address or fax number.

One week before the event:
_______
E-mail or fax the media advisory to the appropriate contacts. A few days after you send the materials, follow up with your contacts to make sure they received the advisory.

_______
Arrange to have a volunteer take pictures of the mayor reading to the children so you can offer photos to the media after your event. You might want to take the pictures yourself.

After the event:
_______
Send thank you letters or e-mails to the appropriate people, including a thank you e-mail to local media who attend the event.
_______
Send a follow-up release and offer a photo to the local newspaper(s) that did not cover your event. Be sure to clearly identify those photographed.

LIBRARY DISPLAY TIMELINE CHECKLIST
** This timeline checklist should be adjusted according to your planning timeframe.

Six to eight weeks before your display opens:
_______
Call your local community and/or school librarians and request a display about disabilities. Send a written confirmation letter.

_______
Meet with the librarian to plan the library display.

_______
Work with the librarian to design the display.

Two weeks before your display opens:
_______
Call the local newspaper(s), radio and television station(s) and get contact names for the release you will be mailing. Be sure to get the correct spelling of names, titles and e-mail addresses/fax numbers.

_______
E-mail or fax the release to the appropriate contacts. A few days after you send the materials, follow up with your contacts to be sure they received the release. 

_______
Deliver posters, bookmarks and other materials to the library.

One week before your display opens:
_______
Remind your friends and volunteers to help you monitor the media coverage.

_______
Contact the librarian to be sure that the display is on schedule.

After your display closes:
_______
Send thank you letters to the appropriate people.

DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH

GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Children enjoy books with characters and events with which they can identify. When choosing books about people with disabilities, it is important to select those that portray people with disabilities in a positive way. When previewing books, use this guideline to select the most appropriate publications for your class.

1. Does the book have an interesting plot or is the disability the only theme? Choose books that show people with disabilities in the mainstream of life. The characters should be included in real situations that are relevant and enjoyable for children to read aloud.

2. Does the book deal with the whole person or just the disability? Often, books will focus on the character’s disabilities rather than on the character himself/herself.

3. Is the individual shown as a capable person with strengths as well as needs? People with disabilities have abilities, strengths and individual interests.

4. Does the book foster positive attitudes toward others? Sometimes, books about disabilities show pity towards people with disabilities and give them an image of being helpless people instead of capable people. 

5. Does the book use “people first” language? “People first” language emphasizes the person and not the disability. For example, “a person who uses a wheelchair” instead of “a person confined to a wheelchair,” and “a person with Cerebral Palsy” instead of “a Cerebral Palsy victim.”

6. Does the book highlight similarities as well as show differences? A child with a disability is more like his/her peers than different. 

7. Do the illustrations/photographs/graphics enhance and clarify the text? Young children are visually oriented. Attractive and interesting pictures are appealing to them.

8. Can children understand the book by looking at the pictures? Include books in your collection that children can look through, understand and enjoy on their own.

9. Does the book carry oversimplified generalizations or present stereotypes about persons with disabilities (objects of pity, dependent, isolated)? Be sensitive to the negative images of people with disabilities and avoid selecting books that perpetuate these stereotypes.

Information adapted from New Friends: Mainstreaming Activities to Help Young Children Understand and Accept Individual Differences, S. Heekin and P. Mengel, Chapel Hill, N.C.: Chapel Hill Training-Outreach Project, 1983. 

For additional resources, see the Children’s Book List also available on the Disability Awareness Month CD.

