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Disability Awareness Month
ORGANIZING A BOOK CLUB (20-BC)

A book club is more than just a gathering of readers. It is a collection of diverse people coming together to share their insights and perspectives on books and life. Being part of a book club means meeting new people and making community connections, spending time with others who have similar interests and appreciating a variety of diverse literature. With just a little planning, you can organize your own book club.
Novel Conversations, a program of Indiana Humanities, encourages the founding of book clubs to create conversations across county lines and within communities. Novel Conversations:
· Lends books to Indiana book clubs free of charge, including more than             360 different titles;

· offers book club program and discussion suggestions;

· arranges author speaking events; and

· extends social sharing opportunities.

To learn more about Novel Conversations, contact Nancy Conner at Indiana Humanities at nconner@indianahumanities.org, or visit www.indianahumanities.org.
Choosing a book club location

Many book clubs meet in the homes of members. If you decide to meet in someone’s home, make sure the home’s entrances, meeting space (a living room or kitchen) and restrooms are accessible and accommodating for people with disabilities. Because not everyone’s home is accessible, you may choose to meet in a community-based location. Choose a central meeting location that is on a public transportation route, is easy to find and is accessible. Some possible locations include a bookstore, coffee shop, library or community center. 
Make certain your meeting location has enough accessible parking spaces and ensure the building entrance is level or has an accessible entryway and that restrooms are accessible.
Building book club membership
To begin assembling and building membership for a book club, start with people you know – your family and friends. Also consider asking members of your place of worship, work colleagues or fellow volunteers. You can also gather suggestions from a trusted librarian. A group of no more than six to eight people is the perfect size for informal discussion and interaction.

If you are the book club’s facilitator, decide during the first meeting when and how often your club will meet (see Holding Discussions below) and then distribute a schedule of meeting times. (Dates and times may be based on when your meeting location is available.) Next, collect everyone’s e-mail addresses and/or telephone numbers and create a member contact list. This will allow everyone to notify others if transportation is needed for a meeting or if someone will be absent. Finally, it may also be helpful to create a responsibilities chart that includes all members in the club. Taking turns hosting, leading discussion and providing refreshments makes everyone feel involved.
Holding discussions

Book clubs are easily adaptable for all ages, interests and reading abilities. If your group wants to meet weekly, consider taking turns reading aloud or partnering with different members to read one-on-one. This provides an enjoyable way to interact with the group. Monthly meetings are well suited for  independent reading where members can read one or more book chapters and then come together to share ideas, react to plotlines and get to know one another. You can choose to appoint a leader to facilitate discussion, or you can pass around an object that signifies a person’s time to speak. Avoid using “I like” or “I dislike” phrases during your discussion. Instead, talk about experiences or feelings you had while reading. It may also be useful to diagram a character map during discussions to help show the relationships between characters.

Choosing a book

As a group, decide which books you want to read and plan two to three books in advance. This gives your members enough time to obtain the books and begin reading.
Always take into consideration these items when choosing a book for your club:

1) The interests of your members—fiction or nonfiction, fantasy or westerns, etc.

2) The reading abilities of each member.

3) The book’s availability. Is it at the library or bookstore and available in audio, Braille or other accessible formats?
4) How respectful the book is. (For example, avoid books that use the word “handicapped” or “retarded.)
5) The length of the book.

6) The cost of the book.

There are many resources to help you find appropriate books for your club. Check out the New York Times Book Review published every Sunday, find a subscription of Bookmarks Magazine, ask your local librarian for recommendations or ask members to nominate books and take a vote.  

Indiana Humanities’ Novel Conversations offers limited quantities of regular and large-print books and books on CD for clubs to use. Their staff is also available to suggest titles and discuss special needs by phone or e-mail. To learn more, contact Nancy Conner at nconner@indianahumanities.org, or visit www.indianahumanities.org/pdf/BookList2010.pdf to view a current book list.
Book clubs provide community connections
Book clubs are also a time to have fun and enjoy the company of others. As a group, celebrate the completion of books, recognize birthdays, offer refreshments that follow a book’s theme or use different, accessible locations for each meeting to experience a variety of atmospheres. Most importantly, take 15 minutes at the end of each meeting to catch up and share exciting news amongst members.


To learn more about starting and facilitating a book club, visit www.indianahumanities.org/NovelConversations or bookgroupbuzz.booklistonline.com 
